THE  IMPACT

no civilised reader could fail to hope that its
horrors are exaggerated. But they are not. The
documented narrative is completely convincing ;
. . . Chiefly she espouses the cause of the baby
girls, but the rest of her analysis of Indian social
conditions is quite equally startling and convinc-
ing. She makes the claims for Swaraj1 seem non-
sense and the will to grant it almost* a crime.2

As many Indian editors and political leaders had
been accustomed to look to this journal for a sympa-
thetic understanding of their aspirations, such a review
as the above, coming from that source, seemed to them
like treachery. Their immediate response was to attack
both the book and the paper with equal violence. Said
the leading editorial of an outstanding Swaraj news-
paper published in Madras :

We propose to deal briefly here with a Miss
Katherine Mayo, who has perpetrated an atrocious
piece of mendacious and malignant propaganda
entitled Mother India. We have not yet seen a
copy of this precious production. But we are en-
abled to gather a fairly clear idea of Miss Mayojs
masterpiece from the deliriously enthusiastic full-
dress reviews which have appeared in the press of
Great Britain. . . . The virulence of the hack,

1 Swaraj is an elastic term signifying home-rule, independence,
or other varieties of increased political power, according to the
views of the individual using it,
, ^The New Statesman, London, July i6th, 1927.
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